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SUMMARY

An important contributor of outdoor recreational opportunities ‘in the south-
central region of Alaska. is the Nancy Lake State Recreation Area
(NLSRA). The 1966 legislature established the Nancy Lake State Recrea-
tion Area as a unit of the Alaska State Park System for the single purpose
of recreation. The area consists of an interconnected system of freshwater
lakes and rolling hillsides graced with spruce and paper birch. The
NLSRA lies in the heart of the Matanuska-Susitna valley and is one of the
more popular places for families and friends to spend a few days together
in a quiet, natural setting.

The master plan for the NLSRA has been prepared toc guarantee the con--
tinuned use of the state park unit as a provider of outdoor recreational
opportunities. The plan guides a continued expansion of facilities, trails,
and management within the area while maintaining the quiet, natural beauty
recreationists desire through proper development and operational proce-
dures. The specific recommendations for the area have been grouped into
phases, to be completed in an orderly fashion as funding and operational
growth permit. These phases will allow a continuity of deveiopment to
achseve public desires and state park objectives.

The NLSRA will be managed on a year-round basis. Key recommendations
which are supported by the public include the development of a 75 person
group camp facility, instituting a system of public use cabins, increasing
the interpretive programs and staffing capabilities,'expanding the back-
country opportunities through the increased development of a trail network
and campsites, and by expanding road accessible campground and day-use
facilities.

Presentiy the NLSRA receives over 50,000 visitors each year. With the
continued growth of the Matanuska-Susitna valley population, it can be
foreseen that the NLSRA will play an even more important role as a state-
wide provider of outdoor recreation opportunities.



