


GENERAL

Even more thon in other sections of the country, Alaska’s climate resuits in de-
parfures from recreation norms.

Eighteen haurs of summer doylight in these northern latitudes is bound to ex-
tend recreotion useoge during thot season, just as the 5 hour winter doylight
restricts outdoor octivity at thot time of yeor. The problem this presents to the
plonning is one largely of winter useage -- the summer tokes core of itself.
"“Cabin fever” is o common complaint of Alaskons during "freezeup’’, which
extends from mid October to April. An average of 60 inches of snow folls in
the Motanuska-Susitna Borough in the winter. Planning for winter use requires
no special provision except for winter sports, alreody mentioned above. If lokes

GENERAL WEATHER TABLE

Average Temperature Extreme Temperatures

Jan. July Min. Max.
11° 57° -36° 92°

*Includes melted snow
Figures above ore from:

Growing Season

are made accessible tor summer use, they will be ovailoble for ice fishing in
the winter providing only thot roods ore maintoined open. Sight-seeing for
pleosure will be possible in winter also, albeit restricted to the short doylight
hours, depending, ogain, on whether the roads ore plowed out. Troils will be
interchongsoble between pedestrians ond horses in the summer and snow-
mobiles in the winter. Skijoring will be possible on opened roads or lokes.
Though not periinentto this Plon per se, it will be most important to the success
of winter operotion to light oll possible winter octivity areas agoinst the long
hours of darkness. However, during the summer the weother is cool ond clear,
much like the North-Central Stotes except thot the rainy season arrives about
two months eorlier. An ideo of generol weother con be obtoined from the
toble below.

Average Annual Precipitation

Days Inches Snow-Inches

110 14* 60
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All figures following are Anchoroge, Climatology of the U.S. #86-43, which con be considered roughly equivolent to the

Noncy Lake locole., ’

Maonth | 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 | Ann.
Precip. - Anchoroge

Normal 52 98| 1.86] 2.57| 2.50

Snowfall 10.9 17.0 8.6 0 T 7.6 | 12,7 | 1641 78.6
Mean No. Doys Precip.

Greater than 0.10 but

less than 0.50 3 4 2 1 3 8 6 6 4 4 3

Greoter than 0.50 + + 0 + + + ] 2 ! | + +

Normol Meon Temp. | 12.4 18.0 23.3 357 1 459 | 54.5 |[57.1 {55.6 |478 |350 | 222 | 143 | 35.2
Av. Daily Mox. 21.1 259 31.4 42.7 | 55.0 [ 63,0 |64.9 [ 633 [54.4 |41.2 | 29.0 | 20.0 | 42,6
Av. Daily Min. 5.7 7.6 12.8 26.2 | 38,1 | 46.6 |49.7 | 48.3 {39.7 [27.5 163 6.1 ] 27.1
Highes! 47 43 47 61 72 83 81 77 73 60 50 43 83
Lowest -23 -26 -22 2 26 37 39 34 20 5121 29 |-29
Mean No. Days

With Temp. Greoter

thon 70 aor 0 0 0 0 1 5 7 3 + 0 0 0

Less thon 32 31 28 31 26 3 0 0 0 + 2] 28 31

~+indicotes less thon 1/2 doy, but more than 0 doys averoge per month,

30





