
CHAPTER 3 

POLICIES 

Policy on Naming and  Number ing o f  T ra i l s  - 

Tra i l s  w i t h i n  Chugach State Park should be  named and numbered. Naming is 
impor tant  because it prov ides descr ip t i ve  informat ion about  t he  t r a i l  t o  users  
and  enables them t o  i den t i f y  g r o u n d  locations from maps. It is also v i ta l  to  
rangers  in i den t i f y i ng  t he  location o f  events  o r  incidents.  Naming t r a i l s  i s  
a k i n  to  t he  importance o f  naming s t reets  in a c i t y .  

Number ing o f fe rs  addi t ional  advantages. It p reven ts  a n y  misunderstanding o f  
t r a i l  i den t i t y  when names a re  similar. While naming p rov ides  valuable i n fo r -  
mation about  or ig in-dest inat ion a n d  env i ronment  o f  a t ra i l ,  number ing can k e y  
t he  t r a i l  t o  a par t i cu la r  management unit o f  the  p a r k  and  w i l l  be  valuable i n  
the  f u t u r e  as the  maintenance management system fo r  t he  d iv i s ion  begins t o  
be  coded f o r  computer izat ion. 

Names f o r  t ra i l s  should be  descr ip t i ve  o f  or ig in-dest inat ion o r  t he  character  
o f  t he  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  wh ich  the  t r a i l  passes. For example, "Middle Fo rk  
Loop T ra i l "  descr ibes the  former and  "Hemlock Knob T ra i l "  t he  la t ter .  T ra i l s  
in Chugach State Park w i l l  be  numbered as follows w i t h i n  t he  f i ve  p lann ing  
un i t s  o f  the  master plan: 

1. Ek lu tna IPe te rs  Creek - 100 ser ies 
2. Eagle R iver  - 200 ser ies 
3. Ship  Creek - 300 ser ies 
4. Hi l ls ide - 400 series 
5. Turnaga in  A r m  - 500 series. 

A t r a i l  passing t h r o u g h  several  d i f f e ren t  p lanning un i t s  may c a r r y  the  same 
or ig in-dest inat ion name but w i l l  c a r r y  the  number ing system o f  tha t  pa r t i cu l a r  
dra inage (p lann ing  u n i t ) .  The  A rc t i c  Va l l ey l l nd ian  Valley T r a i l  would c a r r y  
2 300 series and  500 ser ies number respect ive ly ,  d i v i d i ng  a t  Ind ian  Pass. 

Policy on  Sign ing Tra i l s  -- 

T r a i l  names should b e  posted a t  t he  t ra i lheadl terminus w i t h  a re la t i ve ly  small, 
t-ustic low-maintenance s ign.  The  size o f  the  s i gn  should be  care fu l l y  scaled 
to  t he  distance t o  be  read and  speed o f  t he  user ,  y e t  it should no t  be  ob t ru -  
sive. T r a i l  numbers a re  no t  necessary a t  t ra i lheads o r  t r a i l  intersect ions. 
T r a i l  names a n d  d i rec t ions  a re  necessary a t  intersect ions o f  major t ra i ls ,  b u t  
opt ional  at  in tersect ions o f  minor t ra i ls ,  depending on demonstrated need. 

Motor ized t r a i l  co r r i do rs  w i t h i n  non-motorized zones o f  the  p a r k  should be 
well marked at  b o t h  ends a n d  marked on  b o t h  sides o f  the  t r a i l  w i t h  small, 
low maintenance d i rect ional  markers  a t  100 foot in te rva ls .  Where t he  n o -  
tor ized c o r r i d o r  is phys ica l l y  conf ined b y  t h i ck  b r u s h .  t h e  in te rva l  between 
s igns can increase t o  up t o  600 feet. 

t lorse t r a i l  c o r r i d o r s  should be  posted a t  the  t ra i lhead l te rminus  and a t  t r a i l  
intersect ions w i t h  a small, r u s t i c  low-maintenance s ign.  Sled dog  t r a i l s  
should be posted in a similar manner. 



For more detai led informat ion rega rd ing  t r a i l  s igns and  signing, re fe r  to  the 
UNIFORM T R A I L  MARKING SYSTEM o f  the Alaska Recreation T r a i l  Plan (pp. -. 
67-77 ) .  

T r a i l  Classif ication System 

Class A Tra i ls .  Class A t ra i l s  a re  wide, g raded t ra i l s  w i t h  gent le grades nti( l  - 
graceful ,  easy t u r n s .  They  can serve a va r i e t y  o f  heavy d u t y - t y p e  
functions. These inc lude double-track s k i  t ra i ls ,  horse t ra i ls ,  handicapped 
t ra i l s  a n d  mainstem access co r r i do rs  f rom impor tant  t rai lheads. Such t r a i l s  
may also be  sui table fo r  na tu ra l  h i s t o r y  in terpretat ion;  dog sleds, mountain 
bikes, three-wheelers o r  snowmobile use. In the Hi l ls ide U n i t  o f  Chugach 
State Park, ex is t ing  t ra i l s  tha t  fit i n to  t h i s  category a re  t he  o ld  homestead 
roads (Wolverine Bowl, Southfork  o f  Campbell Creek (east r i m  and  lower p a r t  
o f  west r im ) ,  t h e  power l inc  t ra i l ,  gasl ine t r a i l ,  and  Glen A lps  access t ra i l .  

Class A t r a i l s  should have  a t r ead  w id th  o f  8 t o  10 feet w i t h  a t  least one foot 
o f  addi t ional  c lear ing on  each side. Grades should be  a maximum of 8%.  w i t h  
steeper grades permi t ted for sho r t  distances. t iandicapped t r a i l s  a t  heav i ly  
used v i s i t o r  p a r k i n g  areas should be  res t r i c t ed  to  6 t o  8 percent  grades.  
These t r a i l s  should b e  sur faced w i t h  g rave l  o r  equivalent mater ia l ,  o r  even 
paved. T h e  genera l  i n t en t  o f  Class A t ra i l s  is to  p rov ide  t he  capabi l i ty  of 
accommodating a la rge  number o f  users  a t  one time w i t h  l i t t l e  conf l ic t .  I t  i s  
also t o  p rov ide  fo r  act iv i t ies  which requ i re  t ra i l s  w i t h  hardened sctrfaces and  
adequate w id th .  

Class B Tra i l s .  Class B t ra i l s  a re  t ra i l s  o f  moderate w id th  a n d  grades which 
feature a nar row,  hand-worked tread, o r  comparable machine-worked t read.  
T h e y  serve  a va r i e t y  o f  funct ions such  as s ing le  t r ack  s k i  t ra i ls ,  horse 
t ra i ls ,  h i k i ng ,  na tu re  t ra i l s ,  o r  low spced access co r r i do rs  for snowmobiles. 
three-wheelers o r  dirt bikes. Ex is t ing  t ra i l s  o f  th is  t ype  a re  t he  Johnson 
T r a i l  along Turnaga in  A r m  a n d  new por t ions o f  t he  Middle Fo rk  Loop T ra i l ,  
t he  Willawaw Lakes T r a i l  ( fo l lowing the middle f o r k )  a n d  Eagle R iver  
Snowmobile Access Tra i l .  

Class B t r a i l s  should have a t read  w id th  o f  4 t o  6 feet w i t h  a t  least one foot 
o f  addi t ional  c lear ing on  each side. Grades should be  a maximum of 128 w i t h  
steeper grades permi t ted f o r  s h o r t  distances. Grades f o r  s k i  t ra i l s  should be 
conf ined t o  less than  10%. These t r a i l s  are genera l ly  no t  h a r d  surfaced and  
mus t  be  carefu l ly  located and  assigned f o r  uses which do  no t  r esu l t  i n  degra- 
dat ion o r  mudholes. T h e  genera l  i n t en t  o f  these t ra i l s  is t o  p rov ide  t he  
capabi l i ty  o f  accommodating a moderate number o f  v i s i to rs  w i t h  l i t t l e  t read  
sca r r i ng  on  t h e  landscape and  lesser c lear ing w id ths  than  Class A t ra i ls .  I t  
i s  also t o  p rov ide  f o r  act iv i t ies  wh ich  would no t  r equ i re  hardened surfaces, 
prec ise ly  g raded  treads, o r  addi t ional  c lear ing w id th .  

Class C Tra i l s .  Class C t ra i l s  a re  t he  lowest s tandard of  improved and  
maintained t ran .  They  feature no  t read  g r a d i n g  and  serve  a va r i e t y  o f  uses 
such  as s ing le- t rack sk i ing ,  h i k i ng ,  and  wi ld l i fe  observat ion. These t ra i l s  
are less adequate for horse use, snowmobil ina, s led dog mushing,  mountain 
b ikes o r  three-wheelers a n d  d i r t  b ikes. Ex is t ina  t r a i l s  of t h i s  t ype  a re  the 
South Fo rk  Rim T ra i l ,  tlemlock Knob T r a i l  and  the East Fork  o f  Ek lu tn ;~  K i vp r  
Tra i l .  



Class C t ra i ls  should have a cleared t read w id th  o f  2 to  3 feet w i th  a total 
c learing w id th  o f  4 to  6 feet. Grades should be  kept  under 8% fo r  those 
designed f o r  winter  sk i  use, and under 20% for  hiking to avoid soil erosion. 
Sustained grades should be avoided to  reduce erosion as well. The general 
in tent  o f  these t ra i ls  is to prov ide the  capabi l i ty o f  accommodating a m a l l  
number o f  users w i th  no  appreciable t read scarr ing other  than tha t  which 
occurs w i th  normal foot t ra f f i c .  They also feature the most narrow clearing 
w id th  ( t rees would seldom ever  have to  be cut; mostly jus t  b r u s h  o r  scrub 
t rees) ,  but a w id th  adequate fo r  h ik ing,  wi ldl i fe observation and exploratory 
ski ing. Class C t ra i ls  could be  established i n  the more sensit ive landscapes 
such as wilderness o r  where narrow clearings and no t read cu t t i ng  is  
requi red.  

I n  alpine areas where no clearing is necessary, Class C Tra i l s  become Routes, 
and are ident i f ied as such on the t r a i l  maps. 

* * * * * *  

T l ~ i s  classif ication rystem establishes three broad categories which contain 
t ra i ls  o f  surpr is ing  d i ve rs i t y  in terms o f  intended uses. In terms o f  con- 
strr tct ion standards and impacts on the land, the three t r a i l  classes prov ide  
the range o f  options needed fo r  d i f fe ren t  uses. No classif ication system fo r  
t ra i ls  is  perfect.  It is  hoped tha t  th is  three-level system based largely on 
impacts on the  land and number o f  users served wi l l  gu ide f u t u r e  t ra i l  con- 
s t ruct ion and  maintenance decisions. 

Location, Design and Construct ion o f  New Tra i l s  

This  chapter makes specif ic recommendations about locating, designing and 
construct ion o f  t ra i ls  to  serve the expectations o f  users ident i f ied in the 
previous chapter.  References are  also made t o  Class A, B ,  and C t ra i ls  as a 
rneans o f  achieving these recommendations. 

Ski Tra i l s  

Tra i ls  t o  be used fo r  competition o r  beginning sk iers and family use should 
he double-track Class A t ra i l s  w i th  equal par ts  o f  uphi l l ,  downhi l l  and level 
terrain. Curves a t  the bottom o f  a h i l l  should be gentle enough to  accommo- 
date a h igh  speed run out. The wide Class A t ra i ls  should avoid steep side 
h i l ls  which would resu l t  in severe gouging o f  the landscape. Dur ing  con- 
struct ion, removal o f  a l l  large trees is  desirable before grad ing  bec~ins to  
reduce scar r ing  o f  sur round ing  "leave" trees, and t o  p revent  large trees from 
being le f t  adjacent to the t ra i l .  Bulldozed trees are v e r y  unsight ly ,  consti- 
tu te  a f i r e  hazard and may permit  t he  build-up o f  epidemic b a r k  beetle popu- 
lations. Wherever possible, on-the-ground t ra i l  location should avoid large 
trees. In most o f  the open-canopy spruce forest o f  the Hil lside u n i t  th is  is  
qu i te  possible. Usually only  alder b r u s h  o r  g round  debr is  must be removed. 

I n  areas where the spruce canopy is qui te open and there is l i t t l e  o r  no alder 
b rush,  the grad ing  can be omitted and hand work subst i tuted. The great  
advantage here  l ies in the fact that  no t  d is tu rb ing  the moss, c ranber ry ,  
c rowber ry  and other  small plants prevents alder from growing in th ickets 
along the  edge o f  t he  trai l ,  creat ing an  expensive maintenance problem on  a 
recu r r i ng  basis. Many o f  the older homestead roads in the p a r k  are easily 



recognizable today because they  a re  a co r r i do r  o f  alder in otherwise oprr i  
sp ruce  forest.  These roads ( t r a i l s )  were created b y  bu l l t loz ing down to 
mineral  soil ove r  20 years ago. 

S ing le- t rack s k i  t ra i l s  a re  lesser impact Class B t ra i l s  wh ich  serve  recre-  
ational sk ie rs  w i t h  a va r i e t y  o f  oppor tun i t ies  f rom easy t o  chal lenging. 
Grades a re  permissible u p  t o  10% w i t h  steeper grades f o r  sho r t  distances. 
While the  t read  w id th  i s  4 t o  6 feet, the  c lear ing w i d t h  is 6 t o  8 feet. The  
t read  o f  Class B t r a i l s  should be  hand cleared to  avo id impacts, o r  machine 
cleared on ly  i f  t he  impact is comparable t o  hand  clear ing. Grades tha t  r o l l  
w i t h  the  te r ra in ,  gent le  cu rves ,  a n d  equal pa r t s  o f  uph i l l ,  f l a t  and  downhi l l  
areas a re  des i red  goals. T h e  National Sk i  Association suggests  the  fol lowing 
grades. T h e  maximum grade  fo r  beginner  t ra i l s  i s  10%. T h e  maximum grade  
f o r  general  purpose t r a i l s  is 17% fo r  no  more than  300 feet. Racing t r a i l s  
may have grades u p  to  30% f o r  100 feet o r  less. However, the  most enjoyable 
and safest g rade  fo r  t r ack  set and well-used t r a i l s  i s  8% o r  less clue to  the  
f requent  h a r d  pack o r  i c y  condi t ions encountered i n  Chugach State Park.  

Single-track "adven tu r ing"  o r  "exp lor ing"  t r a i l s  should b e  na r row  and  low 
impact Class C trai ls.  Because they  a re  narrow,  grades should b e  conf ined 
t o  less than  8% when designed f o r  s k i i n g  use. General ly speaking, on l y  
b r u s h  needs t o  be c u t  t o  open up and maintain these t ra i l s .  No g r u b b i n g  o f  
t h e  t read  is necessary. Long, sustained grades should b e  avoided to  p reven t  
too much speed bui ld-up.  Trees would seldom have t o  b e  c u t  t o  p rov ide  
these t r a i l s  except  in mountain hemlock th icke ts  o r  young  spruce  stands. 
These would be  excel lent w in te r  wi ld l i fe  v iewing trai ls.  

Equest r ian T ra i l s  

T ra i l s  t o  be  used fo r  horseback r i d i n g  should be Class A o r  Class B t ra i l s .  
While Class C t r a i l s  w i thou t  g raded t reads  can be  used, t hey  a re  o f ten  too 
na r row  a n d  o f f e r  poor  foot ing on  sidehi l ls  a n d  r o c k y  t e r ra i n .  The  most 
c ruc ia l  element in select ing equest r ian t r a i l s  i n  Alaska is to  avo id  wet areas 
t ha t  could r e s u l t  in mud holes. These condit ions, f o r  example, make the  
Johnson T r a i l  a long Tu rnaga in  A rm unusable by horses. Bo th  good dra inage 
and  soils t ha t  can susta in  compaction a re  b o t h  desirable horse t r a i l  location 
c r i t e r i a .  Horses seldom need a t readway wider  than t h ree  o r  four  feet; 
however,  adequate overhead clearance is cruc ia l .  

Equest r ian t r a i l s  fo r  w in te r  "se should be  f ree  o f  arcas tha t  form aufeis 
(g lac ier ing ice) .  Equest r ian t r a i l s  should also be  closed t o  al l  motor ized uses 
wh ich  represen t  a safety  problem. Some o f  t he  wider  Class A t r a i l s  tha t  a r c  
su i tab le  f o r  w in te r  horse use should have t h e  horse t read  separated from the  
s k i  t read  ( t r acks ) .  T h i s  i s  necessary t o  avo id ruining the  comparat ively 
f r ag i l e  s k i  t racks. In the  Hi l ls ide area, t h e  gasl ine t r a i l  is  about  16 feet 
wide, h a l f  o f  wh ich  cou ld  be  reserved  f o r  horses and  ha l f  fo r  sk iers .  T h e  
power l ine t ra i l ,  on  t he  o ther  hand, has a c lear ing ove r  50 feet wide, and  if 
the  eastern po r t i on  were used by sk ie rs ,  the  western p a r t  o f  the  c lear ing 
would b e  excel lent separat ion f o r  horse use. 

A lp ine  areas developed f o r  horse t r a i l s  should b e  l imited to  wel l -drained, 
erosion-resistant,  t rample-resistant areas. However, horses a re  used for  
sheep a n d  moose h u n t i n g  i r i  Chugnch State Park.  Horses a re  re l ied upon  fo r  
h a u l ~ n g  o u t  moose f rom the  No r t l i  r n r k  o f  Ship Creek and  th is  use has beco~ite 



t rad i t ional .  Route relocation wi l l  b e  necessary in Ship Creek t o  avoid 
rr~udkioles that a rc  hecoming la rger  and  morc numerous cacti year. I n  some 
c~lscs,  h a r d  sur fac ing  o f  ex is t ing  t ra i l s  may be  necessary to sustain horse 
11SO. 

Sled Dog T ra i l s  

Sled dog t ra i l s  a re  genera l ly  the  wider,  f la t te r  Class A t ra i l s  w i t h  gent le 
t u r n s  and  grades. The gasline t r a i l  and  powerl ine t r a i l  a re  the two most 
used t r a i l s  in the  Hi l ls ide unit f o r  these v e r y  reasons. T h e  o ther  v i ta l  
requirement is freedom from motorized conf l icts,  e i ther  on  the  same t r a i l  o r  
cross ing the dog t ra i l .  T h e  development o f  f u t u r e  sled dog t ra i l s  should take 
i n to  considerat ion access from Far No r th  Bicentennial Park  and  appropr ia te 
motor-free areas in B i r d  Creek Valley. 

The  location, design and const ruct ion of s led dog t ra i l s  should follow the  
requirements spelled ou t  p rev ious ly  unde r  Class A s k i  t ra i ls .  

Sriowmobile T ra i l s  

Snowmobile t r a i l s  a re  genera l ly  wide Class A t ra i l s  which can accommodate a 
wide va r i e t y  o f  grades and  tu rns .  If these t r a i l s  are no t  to be  used d u r i n g  
the summer season, the  qua l i t y  o f  the  t read  i s  no t  a major factor.  Swamp 
areas a re  sui table once they a re  frozen and  snow covered. However, such 
t ra i l s  should be  blocked in summer t o  p revent  s i te  degradat ion o f  swampy 
areas. Upper  Huffman snowmobile access is a good example. 

Where snowmobile t r a i l s  a re  p rov ided  an  access co r r i do r  t h rough  an  area 
closed to  motorized vehicles, v e r y  care fu l  s i te  invest igat ion is necessary to 
locate the t r a i l  as much as possible out-of-s ight and  sound o f  non-motorized 
users.  Th i s  may mean del iberate ly  reduc ing  snowmobile speed th rough  t r a i l  
des ign and s ign ing,  location i n  dense t imber o r  b rush ,  and  ut i l izat ion o f  
t e r ra in  intercept ions. It is l ikewise v e r y  important t o  locate snowmobile 
co r r i do rs  t h rough  non-motorized areas so t ha t  t hey  in te rcep t  non-motorized 
t ra i ls  as l i t t l e  as possible. Th i s  phys ica l ly  reduces t h e  oppor tun i ty  fo r  
penetrat ion i n t o  non-motorized closed areas. It also reduces the need for 
extens ive s ign ing  and makes t h e  management o f  snowmobile use easier f c r  
f ie ld  s taf f .  The  ex is t ing  s i tuat ion i s  v i r t u a l l y  unenforceable in the Hi l ls ide a t  
c u r r e n t  s ta f f ing  levels. A be t te r  def ined access co r r i do r  also protects  
non-motorized users from hav ing  the  qu ie t  o f  t he i r  experience shat tered b y  
i l legal snowmobile use and  prevents  care fu l l y  honed s k i  t ra i l s  f rom be ing  
dest royed.  I t  also protects  the r i g h t s  o f  snowmobilers t o  use a part ic i r lar 
val ley by p reven t i ng  t h e  ease and f requency o f  i l legal penetrat ion b y  a 
careless o r  uncar ing  few, resu l t ing  in pressure to remove al l  motorized uses 
from the  va l ley because the  s i tuat ion i s  "~~nmanageable" .  

I n  val leys tha t  a re  c u r r e n t l y  open to  snowmobile use in Chugach State Park,  
and th i s  is h a l f  o f  the  major val leys i n  the pa rk ,  it i s  f requent ly  possible to 
accommodate bo th  motorized and non-motorized uses b y  bu i l d i ng  new t ra i l s  
which phys ica l ly  separate the uses. These could be  e i ther  motorized o r  
non-motorized trai ls.  In some cases it may mean bu i l d i ng  bo th  types o f  t ra i l s  
because the present  t r a i l  is unsuitable f o r  e i ther  use and  should be  closed. 
Adequate physical  separation is the  key  factor, us ing  vegetat ion and  te r ra in  
wherever possible to achieve this.  Other  const ra in ts  on motorized t ra i l s  are 



wilderness areas o f  t he  pa rk ,  and  areas where noise and  wi ld l i fe  incompatibi l- 
ity would p reven t  use. 

Three-wheeler and  Motorb ike T ra i l s  

Three-wheeler and  motorb ike t ra i l s  are Clz~ss A and  Class I3 t ra i l s  which can 
feature a wide va r i e t y  and  grades and  tu rns .  T h c s r  t ra i l s  must L>r h a r d  
surfaced to  avo id mudholes and  re la ted s i tc  degradat ion. Grades should be 
conf ined t o  slopes tha t  minimize soil  erosion fo r  the pa r t i cu l a r  soil  invo lved.  

Many o f  t h e  locational factors t ha t  app l y  to  snowmobile t ra i l s  (p rev ious ly ) ,  
app ly  t o  three-wheeler a n d  b i ke  t ra i l s  as well. The  phys ica l  separation o f  
motor ized a n d  non-motorized uses is v e r y  important d u r i n g  the snow-free 
months when t ra i l s  open fo r  foot. use could be  easily damaged by motorbikes. 

A lp ine areas a re  pa r t i cu l a r l y  suscept ib le to  motorb ike damage because the 
soils a re  t h i n  and  easi ly eroded, and  vegetat ion i s  v e r y  f rag i le  and  slow 
growing .  Motorb ike t ra i l s  should always s top in heavy vegetat ion before the 
alpine zone is reached. Once motorbikes en te r  t he  a lp ine zone, they  a re  
uncontrol lable and  potent ia l ly  v e r y  damaging. T h e  c u r r e n t  s i tuat ion in L i t t l e  
Peters Creek Val ley i l l us t ra tes  th is  v e r y  well, as the damage t o  alpine t und ra  
here  is v e r y  extens ive a n d  worsens year ly .  

Developing an  adequate phys ica l  b a r r i e r  may be a v i ta l  fac tor  in the p rope r  
management of  motorb ike use. Otherwise total  c losures a n d  s t r i c t  enforcement 
may be  t he  on l y  opt ions t o  avo id unacceptable s i te  degradat ion in Chugach 
State Park.  

Mountain B i ke  T ra i l s  

Mountain b i ke  t ra i l s  a re  Class A and  Class B t ra i l s  w i t h  hardened treads and  
moderate grades (genera l ly  unde r  15%). T h e  t r a i l  should be  f ree  o f  muddy o r  
boggy  areas which would impede use a n d  resu l t  i n  s i te  degradat ion. The  
most used t ra i l s  a t  t he  p resen t  time a r e  t he  powerl ine t r a i l  ( f o r  i t s  cn t i r e  
leng th ) ,  t he  gasl ine t r a i l  in the  Hi l ls ide area, and  t h e  Ek lu tna  Lake Road 
between Campground " A "  and  t he  glacier.  

The  phys ica l  a n d  social impact o f  mountain b i ke  use i s  no t  well understood in 
Chugach State Park.  Un t i l  more is known, no  new t ra i l s  w i l l  be  recommend- 
ed. T h e  cont inuat ion o f  su i tab le  ex is t ing  t ra i l s  should be  the t h r u s t  o f  
c u r r e n t  management. 

H i k i ng  a n d  Walking T ra i l s  

H i k i ng  t r a i l s  cover  t he  en t i r e  gamut o f  t r a i l s  - Classes A,  B, and  C. Many 
o f  t he  gen t le  g rad ien t ,  wide c ross-coun t ry  sk i i ng  t r a i l s  a re  excel lent for  
family act iv i t ies  o r  large g roups  o f  people on social ou t ings  such as weekend 
walks, b e r r y  p i ck i ng  and  na tu re  observat ion.  H i k i ng  t ra i l s  a re  also used b y  
r u n n e r s  a n d  joggers.  

Cross-country  s k i  t ra i l s  o f  moderate w id th  (Class D )  in open-canopy s p r u c r  
where no  t read  g r u b b i n g  was necessary can be  used as Class C walk ing ant1 
h i k i n g  t ra i l s  during the  snow-free months. W i t h  use, a nar row t r a i l  t read  
wi l l  develop, no t  un l i ke  a well used game t r a i l  except fo r  t he  wider  c lear ing. 



Cl;~ss C trai ls,  w i th  no  grubbed t ra i l  t read ( j us t  a 4 to  6 foot 'wide c lear ing) ,  
are ideal for access to mountainous backcountry th rough b rush  fields and 
alder patches. The Class C t ra i l  is also ideal as a wi ldl i fe viewing t ra i l  
where .a low impact on the landscape is desired and use is expected to be 
l ight .  Wildlife viewing t ra i ls  wi l l  be desirable for access wi th in the park 's  
dedicated wi ldl i fe viewing areas. To accommodate summer use adequately, al l  
c learing should be done to g round level. 

Handicapped Person's Tra i ls  

Tra i ls  fo r  the physical ly disabled wil l ,  i n  most cases, be Class A t ra i ls  wi th 
hardened treads and grades less than 8% fo r  shor t  distances. Sustained 
grades o f  less than 6% are desirable. Muddy areas should be avoided wher- 
ever possible. Major na ture  t ra i l s  wi l l  also serve handicapped users and be 
designed to accommodate them using Class A standards. 

Class B and C t ra i l s  can be used b y  persons w i th  smaller disabil i t ies, and 
th is  challenge is important to  them. However, only  the safest Class A t ra i ls  
should be signed to inv i te  use b y  handicapped persons. 

Classification System for Trailheads -- 

Trailheads wi l l  be classif ied in to small, medium, and large size categories. 
This  size wi l l  also be  an indication o f  impact on the immediate surroundings, 
and o f  potential t ra f f ic  generation. Broadly speaking, they are: 

Small: 5 to  15 cars 
Medium: 20 to 40 cars 
Large: 50 t o  100 cars. 

Ruses could also be served a t  large trailheads if road condit ions and surfac- 
i ng  are adequate. 

Trailheads serve as the pr inc ipal  access points to Chugach State Park because 
trai ls are what th is  p a r k  is all about. Over 60 points o f  e n t r y  have been 
ident i f ied i n  Chugach State Park st retching from Kn ik  River (Hunter  Creek) 
to East Anchorage (Hi l ls ide) to  Cirdwood Valley (Crow Pass). A l l  of these 
could be considered to be trailheads to one degree or  another. They range 
from 2 o r  3 car  pul l -of fs t o  go  to 100-car pa rk ing  areas at Glen Alps and 
Eagle River Vis i tor  Center. 

Because o f  the  highly variable nature o f  Alaska weather and t ra i l  condit ions, 
use of these trailhcads fluctuates from 1 or  2 cars on  a poor weekend (Janu- 
a r y  - ra in ing  on ice) to  50% over design capacity on the best o f  Memorial 
Day, Four th  o f  Ju ly ,  and September autumn color weekends. Over 150 cars 
have been counted at the  Glen Alps park ing  lot which is designed for 98. 
There is probably no  way to accommodate peak weekend t ra f f i c  shor t  o f  
over-designing the lots f o r  average weekend and weekday use (95% o f  the 
time). To  attempt to prov ide for peak load condit ions would d r i ve  up mainte- 
nance and construct ion costs of park ing  areas (trai lheads) b y  a large degree. 

Design can reduce the impact o f  pa rk ing  areas on the surroundings. I n  big 
trees, a series of crescent-shaped lots could be  designed to fit into the 
natural  te r ra in  and reduce the need for extensive s t ra igh t  l ine boundaries. 



Where the p a r k  trai lhead borders residential areas, dirt berms can screen the 
view o f  cars and great ly  reduce noise or ig inat ing there. In time, b rush  and 
trees wi l l  screen the development s t i l l  fu r ther .  

Small trai lheads would serve pr imar i ly  as local o r  neighborhood access points,  
o r  possibly fo r  seldom used trai ls.  Medium trailheads would serve heavy-use 
local needs o r  popular trai ls tha t  have only  a l imited physical capabil i ty for 
park ing  development. Large trailheads would serve ve ry  popular t ra i ls  and 
access points for bo th  residents and out-of-state visi tors. Such areas must, 
o f  course, be physical ly capable o f  p rov id ing  th is  space i n  a large lot, o r  b y  
a g roup  o f  l inked, crescent-shaped pa rk ing  areas. 

Much of Chugach State Park is o r  soon wi l l  be surrounded b y  residential 
development. This  situation exists along most o f  the p a r k  boundary except 
for Turnagain Arm where only a few subdivisions abut  the  park.  I t  is 
understandable tha t  most neighborhoods resist  attempts to prov ide for park ing  
tha t  is accessed th rough thei r  neighborhoods. They  want the  best of bo th  
worlds, - a huge wilderness park  in thei r  back yard ,  and  mostly use for 
themselves and thei r  f r iends, w i th  l i t t le  t raf f ic  from outside the i r  neighbor- 
hood. 

However, the location, size and reasons tha t  Chugach State Park was founded 
cannot be overlooked. Chugach State Park is near ly  ha l f  a million acres in 
size, si tuated at the v e r y  edge o f  Alaska's largest c i t y  and rap id ly  developing 
nearby communities o f  Eagle River,  Chugiak, Matanuska Valley and Girdwood. 
It would no t  be acceptable to deny o r  constrain access to the p a r k  b y  r e ~ i -  
dents o f  the c i t y  as a whole, neighborhood residents o r  out-of-state v is i tors.  
Selecting the proper  access facilities to fit the ex is t ing and projected needs, 
physical set t ing and demographic prof i le is much of what t h i s  plan is about. 

Certain access corr idors (roads) in to the pa rk  have l i t t le  o r  no residential 
development along them. These arcas are ideal for development as major 
tourism and v is i to r  destination areas in the park .  Foremost among these are 
Eklutna Lake and Glacier, Eagle River Vis i tor  Center, Arc t ic  Valley, and 
Turnagain Arm. Each o f  these areas should have one or  more large pa rk ing  
areas o r  a series o f  medium and small areas that  prov ide an aggregate total 
pa rk ing  capacity comparable t o  a large trailhead. These areas should be 
targeted fo r  the  major i ty o f  tourism development in Chugach State Park, 
inc luding bus  service. 

Nearly al l  o f  the other  trai lheads tha t  prov ide access to the p a r k  are i n  o r  
pass th rough  neighborhoods that  border  it. Residents who l i ve  along the  
p a r k  boundary enjoy the special a t t r ibutes o f  being a t  the edge o f  urban 
development: w i th  p u r e  water,  a i r  and natura l  forest and mountain landscape? 
s tar t ing  nex t  to  the i r  p roper ty .  ' The other side o f  the coin is tha t  it is a 
publ ic pa rk .  and during nice weather o r  favorable snow condit ions, people 
are going to use it, a t  least on weekends. A n d  of course they have the 
r i g h t  to use the p a r k  th rough reasonable means of legal access, be  they othcr  
neighbors, other  Anchorage residents, v is i tors from across the  state or  
tourists.  On balance, most residents l i v i ng  along the pa rk  boundary are glad 
to trade-off  weekend use o f  the pa rk  b y  others to reta in the obvious benefits 
they enjoy l i v i ng  nex t  to  the park .  



Trailheads that  are accessed th rough residential areas to a point within the 
park ,  should generally be small and medium trailheads to reduce the t raf f ic  
th rough any orlc neighborhood. The decision must be  careful ly evaluated 
because i f  the trai lhead park ing  is too small, a worse situation may develop i f  
cars are parked along the access road or  blocking driveways. If the 
trai l l iead is too large, an unnecessary clearing impact and expenditure o f  
funds wil l  have been made. 

Several ex is t ing large trailheads i n  the Hil lside do have access th rough subdi- 
visions. These are Glen Alps, Upper Huffman and Prospect Heights t ra i l -  
heads. Due to the popular i ty  o f  two of them, th is  was probably unavoidable, 
while Upper Huffman is at least 1,000 feet wi th in the  park;  a wise decision 
since unloading of snowmobiles can create noise. 

IZ i~ t i r re  trai lheads which are accessed th rough neighborhoods (subdivisions) 
should be o f  small and medium size to disperse use and l imit  t ra f f i c  impacts 
on any one neighborhood. To  meet demands for parking, it may be necessary 
to space them closer together. Th is  has advantages too because neighbor- 
hoods' border ing the pa rk  are bet ter  served. More numerous but smaller 
tr;~ilheads also prov ide for greater  d ivers i ty  and a bet ter  selection o f  winter 
snow and road conditions. 

Public Use Cabins 

There are present ly three shelter cabins nex t  to Eklutna Glacier and Whiteout 
Glacier on  the Eklutna Lake to Girdwood traverse. These were constructed 
almost 20 years ago b y  the local mountaineering c lub  and are maintained b y  
them for  general publ ic use. An old log cabin at the south end o f  Eklutna 
Lake has been renovated b y  the d i s t r i c t  and is maintained as a patro l  cabin. 
A r i  o ld  t rapper 's  cabin up Eagle River Valley wi th in the wilderness zone is 
used occasionally fo r  ranger patrols. 

I n  general, cabins should be used to provide a publ ic  safety funct ion o r  to 
prov ide a convenience which can stimulate increased year-round use o f  a 
par t icu lar  trai l .  In th is  sense, publ ic use cabins increase recreation oppor- 
tunit ies fo r  v is i tors and residents. Cabins can also be used to reduce scar- 
r i n g  i n  popular camping areas by eliminating f i r e  scars and make-shift shel- 
ters,  as well as reducing wood requirements b y  use of small woodstoves for 
heating and cooking. 

One such area that  has been discussed over the years b y  user groups is in  
Ship Creek Valley on the t raverse to Indian. A cabin located in the  trees 
just  below timberline could serve a publ ic safety funct ion during inclement 
weather o r  whiteout condit ions, and  as a convenience during bet ter  con- 
dit ions. Public cabins should be .located out-of-sight of the t ra i l  bo th  fo r  the 
benefit of cabin users and to reta in the natura l  character of the area th rough 
which the t ra i l  passes. However, cabins are no t  permit ted in the wilderness 
zones o f  Chugach State Park (see page 28 o f  the Chugach h'laster Plan), and 
most o f  th is  valley lies wi th in the wilderness zone. 

Another location tha t  has been discussed is u p  Eagle River  Valley before 
ascending in to the alpine zones of Raven Creek. Here again, it is i n  the 
wilderness zone and not permit ted b y  the  Chugach Master Plan. A publ ic use 
cabin has also been suggested a t  Nine Mile Creek i n  Peters Creek Valley. 



Th is  location is outside o f  the wi lderness zone. A cabin i n  th is  location 
would be  expected to  s ign i f icant ly  increase use o f  the val ley,  especially 
d u r i n g  t h e  colder months. 

Of the f i v e  ex is t ing  cabins w i th in  Chugach State Park, on ly  the Eklutna L?ke 
cabin is s i ted outside o f  t he  wilderness zone. The o ther  four  are exceptions 
t o  the ru le .  The  pr imary  just i f icat ion for cont inuat ion of  t he  three Eklutria 
GlacierIWhiteout Glacier t raverse cabins i s  for publ ic  safety along a poten- 
t ia l ly  hazardous route.  

Scln Stations 

Sun stations are r e s t  stops s i tuated a t  locations t ha t  take advantage o f  winter  
sunshine. They  range from a simple, r us t i c  bench t o  a small, wooden shelter 
w i t h  several rec l in ing  seats, a plexiglass f r o n t  and  side panel door. The  
funct ion they  serve is one o f  convenience and comfort. I n  good weather an 
open bench is desirable as a place to  eat lunch,  s top fo r  a thermos o f  tea, o r  
ta lk  w i th  fr iends and re lax i n  a snow-free sett ing. D u r i n g  sunny ,  cold 
weather typ ica l  o f  late winter  and  sp r i ng  sk i ing  ( la te  January t h rough  A p r i l ) ,  
the shelter would be popular for sunbasking and enjoy ing a warm, wind-free 
space fo r  lunch  o r  tea. 

The sun  stat ion is a recreat ional service feature w i th  h i g h  appeal t o  users for  
t he  low cost invo lved.  As such, it can be  used as a management tool to  
increase use on cer ta in  trai ls.  The i r  value l ies no t  j us t  i n  p rov id ing  a h igh l y  
v is ib le  pub l i c  service a t  low cost, but i n  channel ing use where it car: best be  
sustained, and  t o  reduce over-use o f  more f rag i le  backcount ry  areas. 

Sun stations would be  s i ted  along cross-country  s k i  t ra i l s  in tended fo r  heavy 
use i n  recreat ion development zones, p r imar i l y  t he  l i i l l s ide  Plannina Un i t .  
The h i l ls ide area is also one o f  t he  few areas of the p a r k  tha t  receives d i rec t  
winter  sunshine d u r i n g  t he  shor test  winter  days. Sun stations should no t  be 
located w i th in  t h e  wi lderness zone o r  backcountry  t ra i l s  where a h i g h  volume 
o f  s k i  use is undesirable.  They  should be  located where f requent  rangc r  
patrols and  heavy publ ic  use is expected. 




