
APPENDIX I 

Suggested Changes i n  
Fu tu re  Regulations - Cit izen's Input 

1. Horses should be  res t r i c ted  t o  hardened t ra i l s  and non-alpine areas as a 
general  goal. Monitor ing o f  present  use wi l l  be t t e r  determine where 
f u tu re  use should be allowed, but it was general ly agreed that  too many 
sensi t ive areas of the p a r k  are c u r r e n t l y  open to  horse use. A loss 
containment po l icy  is p resent ly  i n  effect. 

2 .  Under proposed chanycs, Peters Creek Valley wi l l  b e  closed to 
snowmobile use in the  fu ture.  Th i s  recommendation was made b y  the 
Chugach State Park Cit izens Adv isory  Board as a condi t ion o f  approval  
of t h i s  plan, and  b y  many ci t izens t es t i f y i ng  a t  thc  th ree  publ ic  hear- 
ings  held t o  review the d r a f t  plan. Three  factors con t r ibu ted  to  the 
decision t o  close Peters Creek Val ley t o  snowmobile use. 

a )  Steep access road grades and l imited oppor tun i t ies to  develop 
adequate p a r k i n g  for  snowmobile t ra i le rs  and  off- loadlng. 

b )  Extreme d i f f i cu l t y  i n  p revent ing  snowmobiles from go ing  beyond the  
p resent  s i x  mile legal l imit  and  i n to  t he  wilderhess zone beyohd. 

C )  Th i s  is t he  on ly  val ley on  t he  n o r t h  side o f  Chuga th  State Park 
(Eagle R iver ,  Chugiak and  Peters Creek communities) sui table for 
cross-country  sk i i ng  and  o ther  non-mechanized w in te r  act iv i t ies  
which fare best  in a quiet ,  p r im i t i ve  atmosphere. 

In addit ion, it was suggested t ha t  f u t u r e  regulat ions consider time 
zoning f o r  Ek lutna Lake Val ley,  B i r d  Creek Valley a n d  Eagle River  
Valley. Larger  b locks o f  time exc lus ive ly  fo r  sk ie rs  and  snowmobilers 
were suggested t o  p rov ide  a be t t c r  experience a n d  reduce confl icts. 
Two o r  th ree  week t o  hal f-winter time blocks were proposed. 

3 .  Motorcycles and  four-wheel d r i v e  vehicles were suggested f o r  time zoning 
-Bird Vallev. Larqer  blocks of time 
were suggested to  $ve h i ke rs  and  bockpackers an  oppor tun i ty  t o  enjoy 
these val leys i n  a qu ie t ,  p r im i t i ve  atmosphere. T h e  Chugach State Park 
Cit izens Adv i so ry  Board once again re i terated i t s  determinat ion tha t  
Ek lutna Lake Road between Campground A and Ek lu tna  Glacier should be 
closed t o  a l l  motorized uses. 

4. Mountain b ikes should be  allowed to  use the fol lowing addit ional  t ra i l s  
and routes ( t hey  are c u r r e n t l y  permi t ted on  f ou r  t ra i l s  and  t r a i l  sys-  
tems) : 

a)  Wolverine Bowl T r a i l  (#401).  
b )  Rabbi t  Creek Valley T r a i l  (#1134) ( care fu l  moni tor ing o f  use wi l l  be 

requ i red ) .  
C )  South Bank Eagle River  T ra i l  (#?20) .  
d )  Powerl ine T ra i l  between the Gasline Junct ion arid Prospect t le iyhts  

Trai lhead. 



In general, mountain bikes are probably not appropriate where the trails 
are so rough or steep that the user spends most of his time watching 
the tread instead of the surrounding scenery. This is particularly true 
of non-destination-oriented trails in which the trail itself is the experi- 
ence. 




