
 
 

Commission on Inupiat History, Language and 
Culture 

 

North Slope Borough 



Commission 
Member  Alternate Community 

George Kingik Caroline Cannon Point Hope 

Nora Itta Esther Tuckfield Point Lay 

Terry Tagarook Lydia Agnasagga Wainwright 

Fannie Akpik Elsie Itta Barrow Seat 1 

Jana Harcharek Larry Aiken Barrow Seat 2 

Ethel Burke Jimmy Nayukok Atqasuk 

Virgie Kasak, pending 
Assembly confirmation 

Lydia Sovalik, pending 
Assembly confirmation 

Nuiqsut 

James Nageak Esther Hugo Anaktuvuk Pass 

MaryAnn Warden 
Edna MacLean 

Flora Rexford 
George Olemaun 

Kaktovik 
At-Large 



Purpose 

 
To document, preserve, and perpetuate  
the history, language and culture of the  

North Slope region. 
 



Core Values 

 
From our history and the commitments we 

share about the future, we have defined core 
values to guide our activities and staff. Our core 
values have been handed down from generation 

to generation in the history of our region. 



Our Vision 

An Inupiaq speaking community firmly 
grounded in Inupiaq history and culture. 

 
**Focus on language preservation and 

revitalization efforts** 
 



Historical Milestones  

• Traditional Land Use Inventory 
• Elders/Youth Conferences 
• Archives and collections 
• Inupiat Heritage Center 
• Simon Paneak Memorial Museum 

 



Collections Resources 

Numbers of collections 
• Over 8,000 videotapes 
• Over 6,000 audiotapes 
• Over 20,000 photographs 
• Over 30,000 archaeological objects* 
• Over 2,000 general objects* 

 
*General objects are artifacts, archaeological pieces 
(excavation materials), clothing, paintings, artwork,  etc.  



Museums 

• Iñupiat Heritage Center 
• Simon Paneak Memorial Museum 

(SPMM) 
 
 



SPMM Resources 

• Videotapes & DVD - 155 
• Audiotapes - over 250 
• Photos - over 1,000 
• Objects - 629 collections 
 (127 on display) 
 
Collection (Collections, Research, and Education) 
Local Oversight Committee are the City Council 
Members 



Resource Request Form 



IHLC Staff Listing 
POSITION NAME 
Collections Management Technician Diana Martin 
Collections Management Technician Mary Timm 
Commission Clerk Sue Bowen 
Deputy Director Aqamak Okpik 
Director Kathy Ahgeak 
Division Manager Pauline Lilo 
Education/Exhibits Coordinator Martha Hopson 
Gift Shop Manager Debbie Suvlu 
Mayor’s Job Program/temp Molly Akpik 
Mayor’s Job Program/temp Roberta Seilak 
Museum Curator Vera Woods 
Museum Intern, IHC Marilyn  Decker 
Museum Intern, SPMM Vicky Monahan 
Office Specialist Fredrika Leavitt 
Oral Historian, Atqasuk Mary Young 
Oral Historian, Anaktuvuk Pass Nancy Ahgook 
Oral Historian, Barrow Sarah Skin 
Oral Historian, Kaktovik Vacant 
Oral Historian, Nuiqsut Lloyd Ipalook 
Oral Historian, Point Hope Pending 
Oral Historian, Point Lay Perry Pikok 
Principal Accounting Specialist Sondra Leavitt 
Production Specialist Mike Judkins 

Sales Clerk Ambrosia Leavitt 
Office Specialist, Temp Dolly Patterson 
Office Specialist, Temp Sarah Neakok 
Traditional Room Specialist Harry Solomon 



 
 

Quyanaqpak! 
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