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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY




TheAdvisory Council on Historireservationin coordination with theNational Park Service, manages

the Preserve Americ@rogrant a federal initiative that encourages and supports community efforts to
preserve and enjoy cultural and natural heritage resourdas2008, he Advisory Qancil on Historic
Preservation awarded Preserve America grant the Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation,
Office of History and Archaeolog®KlA to create preservation plans for those units of the Alaska State
Parksystemdesignated adlational Historic Landmarksrhose units include Fort Abercrombie State
Historical Park in Kodiak, and Fort Rousseau Causeway State Historical Park, Baranof Castle Hill State
Historic Site, and Old Sitka State Historical Patlklocatedin Sitka.

Establisheds a National Historimhdmark in 1962 and a state historical park in 1968, Old Sitka was the
site of the first Russian fort in the Alexander Archipelago, the site @haortantbattle between the
Tlingitand theRussiansind Aleutsand was significarfor its association witfEuropean settlement of
northwestern North America.

TheOld SitkaState Historical Park Preservation Plamovidesa framework for decisions pertaining

to cultural resource protectiorinterpretive programdevelopment and stewarghip of the park The
preservation planning process involved inventorying resources, compiling researdfisanssingnd
sharing ideas with park managers, industry professionals, and interested public during public meetings
and comment periods.



CHAPTER IINTRODUCTION




HOW DID THIS PLANKENEFFORT COME ABQUT
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cultural, ecological, scenic and scientific assets thrqurghctive steward K A LJ LJdzNB dz vy (2 GKS R
parksand programg asoutlined inii K $ R Al@yeat srategi€ptan.’ The Advisory Council on Historic

t NB & S NPresénieA\gigdidarogram awarded a planning grant to the Office of History and

Archaeology because preservation plans are valuable tools for preserving and enhastrigal,

cultural, archaeological, and anthropological values, and promoting the enjoyment and stewardship of

heritage resourcesOld Sitka State HistoricaPark Presevation Planisoneof four preservation

plans developed fothe National Historic Landmarksanaged byhe AlaskaDivision ofParks and

Outdoor Recreation (ADPOR)

WHAT IS A PRESEROW PLANSUPPOSED TO PO

The preservatiorplanprovides guidelines tassist park staff imeaching their shortand longterm

objectives for thepreservation and enhancemenf cultural and historical resourcesdin making

informed decisions regarding KS R & md 2 m R | thesefdsoliice3 Bh¥ oguineniFintended

to beadynamicii 2 2f dzaASR (2 SyKlIyOS || ydituaNEBasohgcsl, addk S LI NJ Q& f
anthropological values, to promote the enjoyment and stewardship of the park resources, to support local

recreation and tourism, and to encourage a vayief recreational and educational opportunities in the

park for visitors of varying abilitiesThis preservation plgmrovidesguidelines rather than hardndfast

rules The plan supports, but does naplace the National Historic Preservation Atlie Alaska Historic

Preservation Agtor National Environmental Policy Act.

WHAT IS A STATE HIRTCAL PARK

Theot £ a1t {4GFaGS t I NJg { @& a identfies des{grintiors owdifdeBypeSdid Y S ¢ 2 NJ| €
parks based on their primary values to the pablDId Sitkds a state historical parldefined agian area

containing an assemblage of significant historical, cultural, archaeological, or anthropological resources
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historic park is to preserve and interpret historic resources for Alaskans and visitors to th&’étate

PLAN ROAD MAP

The plarhasfour principalcomponents goals and objectives, brief historical and cultural background
of the park, currenpark conditions, and recommended preservation and interpretation strategies for
achieving the outlined goaldn addition, useful documents such aglossary for presrvation-specific
languagearchaeological monitorinfprms, and treatment standards aedtached asappendices.

PUBLIC PROCESS

On August 10 and 11, 2009, an interdisciplinary té@tuding an interpretive specialist, preservationist,
and archaeologistisitedOld Sitka State Historical Pddkidentify and inventory the historic features of
this park, evaluate its current uses and preservation issues, and outline interpretive possitlitielslic

! Alaska Div. of Parks and Outdoor Recreatiimision of Parks and Outdoor Recreation: Ten Year Strategic Pla2@0D7Alaska
Div. of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, 2007)232
2park Planning Section of Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recréikg State Park System: Statewide Framew@ikska
Div. of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, 1982), 8.



scoping meeting was held on August 10, 2009, in Sitka to allow interested public and professionals to
discusghe use ofOld Sitkaidentify agpropriate interpretive themes, and preservation prioritieBublic
comments were accepted through September 208%ter the public comment period ended, the
preservation planning team compiled additional information, evaluated alternatives, and developed
priorities. A draft plan was prepared and distributed for public reviewAargust11, 2010. A public

meeting was held oAugust 26, 201 Sitka to receive comments on the draft preservation plRablic
comments were redged until September 17, 201®\fter the comment period ended, the planning team
addressed comments and incorporated comments where necessary. The Director of Parks and Outdoor
Recreation signed and accepted the planjaty B, 2011
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