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Interior Legislative Delegation Briefing Agenda 
 

December 4, 2013  

4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

Large Conference Room 

Department of Natural Resources Building 

Fairbanks, Alaska 
 

 

 4:30   Appetizers  & snacks              Chat with board members 

 

 5:00  Welcome, Introductions, and Overview     Jeremy Douse 

 

 5:10  2013 Accomplishments                  Brooks Ludwig 

 

 5:20  Challenges         Judy Hicks 

 

 5:30   Board Recommendations (Top 10)   Jeremy Douse 

 

 5:40  Recommendations, Comments & Discussions  everyone 

 

 6:00  Adjourn       

 

After the briefing, please feel free to  stay for refreshments  

and to visit with board members and park staff. 

   

Thank you for attending the 23rd Annual Briefing  

for the Interior Alaska Legislative Delegation! 

 Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 
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Members & their interests in State Parks 

Jeremy Douse, Chair:  Mushing, skiing, climbing, hiking, fishing  ………………………………………………….. 451-1970 

Norman Piispanen, Vice Chair:  Trapping, hunting, snow-machining, ATVs  …………………………………. 479-2894 

Astrid Larson:  Family camping, skiing, hiking ………………………………………………………………….………..  457-4805 

Judy Hicks:  Dog mushing, snow-machining, hiking, boating, camping   ……………………………………..…… 895-4998 

Melinda Eggleston:  Hiking, skiing, skijoring, swimming, kayaking, snow machining, ATVs …………………….  895-4332 

Lambert Hazelaar:  Snow-machining, ATVs, motorized boating, trails, fishing, camping  ……………….…….. 456-1802  

David Klein:  Skiing, canoeing, hiking  ……………………………………………………………………………………. 479-3288 

The ten volunteer members on the  board have been nominated locally and appointed by the State Parks Director.  They serve three year 

terms with an option to renew.  The public is welcome to attend board meetings.  Applications for new members are appreciated. 

The 2013-2014 Citizen Advisory Board Members 

   Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

 

1. Support funding for the park operating budget (Gov. Request) 

2. Support funding for administration of the Recreational Trail Grant Program (Gov. Req.) 

3. Develop plan for adding Public Use Cabins (2014 CAPSIS) 

4. Development of Chena Pump Wayside (2014 CAPSIS) 

5. Keep up with Deferred Maintenance backlog (Gov. Request) 

6. Year-round outhouses on the road system 

7. Finish Alaska Road Commission Building at Big Delta (2014 CAPSIS) 

8. Visitor Contact Station at Rosehip Campground in Chena River SRA 

9. Equipment Replacement (Gov. Request) 

10. Support the creation of the Stampede State Recreation Area 

CAB’s Top Ten Goals for 2014 
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Brooks Ludwig:  Parks Superintendent   ……………………………………………………………………….. 451-2698 

Ian Thomas:  Chief Ranger   ……………………………………………………………………………………... 451-2697 

Lona Boyarsky:  Administrative Assistant III   …………………………………………………………………..   451-3095 

Dane Happ:  Chena River State Recreation Area Ranger   ……………………………………………….  451-2655 

Melissa Smith:  Fairbanks Area Ranger  ………………………………………………………………………  451-2653 

Maureen Gardner:  Delta Area Park Specialist (7.5  months)   ………………………………………….. 895-4599 

Fairbanks Office:  Main Line   ……………………………………………………………………………………  451-2695 

Director’s Office:  Anchorage ………………………………………………………………………………….   269-8700 

Alaska State Parks Northern Area Staff Contacts 

   Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

 

Brooks Ludwig Brian Sprague

Area Superintendent         Trail Boss

ACC    5 mo.

Lona Boyarsky Ian Thomas Rick Bartlett

Admin. Assistant III Park Ranger II Trail Crew

ACC     3 mo.

T. T. Tahbone

Office Assistant I Mike Davis

6 mos. Trail Crew

ACC     3 mo.

Fairbanks Area Chena River SRA Harding/Salcha/Birch Delta Area

Melissa Smith Dane Happ vacant Maureen Gardner

Park Ranger I Park Ranger I Park Specialist Park Specialist

6 mos. 7.5 mos.

Brian Charlton Allen Funk

Jackie Cheek Park Specialist Hiring Freeze Nat. Res. Tech II

Maint. Assistant 7.5 mos. Maint. Assistant 5 mos.

NP NRTI         4 mo. ACC     4 mo.

Hiring Freeze Hiring Freeze Year Round Employee

Maint. Assistant Maint. Assistant

Chena River SRS ACC     4 mo. Tok Park Units ACC     4 mo. Seasonal/Perm. Emp. 

Permit Operations

Hiring Freeze Big Delta SHP Temporary Employees

Maint. Assistant Permit Operations Concession

ACC     4 mo. Rika's Roadhouse Permit Operations

Twin Bears

Chena River SRA

Eagle Trail/ Moon Lake/ 

Tok River

Doug Avara

Maintenance Worker I

Marty Schatz

Maintenance Worker II

Northern Org Chart 
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

 

Alaska State Parks Mission Statement 
The Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation provides  

outdoor recreation opportunities and  

conserves and interprets natural, cultural and historical resources 

for the use, enjoyment and welfare 

of the people. 
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 
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    Alaska State Parks   
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 

 3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

 (907) 451-2695 

    Northern Area Park Unit  

    Facilities & Features 

NIT  

No. 
UNIT NAME 

Acre-

age 

# 

Cam

psite

s 

Camp-

ing 

Limit 

(Days) 

Camp

ing 

Fee 

($) 

Pic-

nic 

sites 

Toi-

lets 

Drink-

ing 

Water 

Pic-

nic 

Shel-

ters 

Trail

s 

Histor-

ical 

Fea-

tures 

Boat 

Laun

ch ($ 

if fee) 

Fish-

ing 

Nearest 

com-

munity 

Location 

1 Tok River SRS 38 24 15 15  T W S Tr    Tok 1309 AK Hwy. 

2 Eagle Trail SRS 320 35 15 15 4 T W S Tr H   Tok 109.5 Tok Cutoff 

3 Moon Lake SRS 22 17 15 15  T W      Tok 1332 AK Hwy. 

4 Fielding Lake SRS 600 15 15   T     B F Delta 200.5 Richardson 

5 Donnelly Creek SRS 42 12 15 10  T W  Tr    Delta 238 Richardson 

6 Clearwater SRS 27 18 15 10  T W    5 F Delta 1415 AK Hwy. 

7 Delta SRS 7 24 15 10 6 T W S     Delta 267 Richardson 

8 Big Delta SHP 10 25 15 5 5 T W  Tr H   Delta 274.5 Richardson 

9 Quartz Lake SRA 600        Tr      

 Quartz Lake Campground  80 15 10 4 T W S   10 F Delta 277.8 Richardson 

 Lost Lake Campground  12 15 10 2 T     B F Delta 277.8 Richardson 

10 Birch Lake SRS (new in 2002) 191 19 15 10 8 T W    10 F Salcha 305.5 Richardson 

11  Harding Lake SRA 169 81 15 10 35 T W S Tr  10 F Salcha 321.4 Richardson 

12 Salcha River SRS 61 6 15 10 5 T W    10 F Salcha 323.3 Richardson 

13 Chena River SRA 254,080             Chena HS Road 

 Rosehip Campground  37 15 10  T W  Tr   F Fbks 27 CHSR 

 Colorado Creek TH      T W  Tr    Fbks 31.5 CHSR 

 Tors Trail Campground  24 15 10 4 T W  Tr   F Fbks 39.5 CHSR 

  Red Squirrel Campground  5 15 10 6 T W S    F Fbks 43 CHSR 

  Lower Chena Dome TH     1 T W  Tr    Fbks 49.1 CHSR 

 Upper Chena Dome TH     1 T   Tr    Fbks 50.5 CHSR 

 Angel Rocks TH     1 T W  Tr   F Fbks 49 CHSR 

14 Chena River SRS 27 61 5 17-25 30 T W S Tr  5 F Fbks Geraghty Ave. 

15 Upper Chatanika River SRS 73 24 15 13  T W     F Fbks 39 Steese Hwy. 

16 Lower Chatanika River SRA 570        Tr   F   

 Whitefish Campground  25 15 5 4 T W S   5 F Fbks 11 Elliott Hwy. 

  Olnes Pond Campground  15 15 10 5 T W     F Fbks 10.5 Elliott Hwy. 

17 
Old Chena SRS (Chena Pump 

Wayside) 
20    2 T  S Tr H B F Fbks Chena Pump Rd. 

                

                

                 

                

                

                

Contracted Facilities SRS = State Recreation Site / SRA = State Recreation Area / SHP = State Historical Park / TH = Trailhead 
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Northern Area Visit Counts of Units Maintained by Private Contractors 

Total Visitors 

FY10: 209,900 

CY11: 176,586 

CY12: 168,984 

  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

    Northern Area Visitor Counts 

 

Visitation for State Maintained Sites 

FY10 Total Visitors: 500,498* 

CY11 Total Visitors: 582,845  

CY12 Total Visitors:  655,304 
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

Northern Area Revenue for Parks Maintained Sites for last 3 years 

FY11 Total Revenue: $237,181 

FY12 Total Revenue: $219,861 

FY13 Total Revenue: $214,962 

    Northern Area Revenue  
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

      Public Use Cabins  

Cabin rentals continue to 

be a significant source of 

revenue, as well as one of 

the favorite activities by 

visitors.  We look forward 

to continuing this service 

and are hoping to        

expand the number of 

cabins we have availa-

ble.    

Northern Area Cabin Five-Year Revenue History 
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

      Public Use Cabins  
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FY 13 Northern Area Cabin Occupancy Rates 

Revenue produced from Public Use Cabins 

in the Northern Area continue to rise.   

These cabins are increasing in popularity 

and are often booked on the weekends 

for months in advance.  Most of the road-

side cabins have an occupancy rate of 59 

to 70%.  For example, the North Fork Cabin 

was used 257 out of 365 days in FY13. 

The Citizen Advisory Board strongly supports 

adding more recreational cabins to North-

ern Area, both back-country and front-

country (roadside) cabins. 

Ice Hut rental is quite popular in the 

interior.  Most huts are rented nearly 

every weekend.  They are provided 

through a partnership with the      

Dept. of Fish & Game. 
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

       2013 Accomplishments  

             

Big Delta State Historic Park 

Lower Chatanika SRA—Olnes Pond Lower Chatanika SRA—Whitefish CG 

Upper Chatanika SRS 

This year we regained active management of: 
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

       2013 Accomplishments  

               Continued 

 

TLC at Upper Angel Creek PUC 

TLC at Chena River PUC TLC at Stiles Creek PUC 

TLC at Birch Lake PUC 

Deferred Maintenance on Public Use Cabins 
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Highway Signs @ BDSHP 

New Gates at DNR Shop  

New YouTube Videos on Website  

       2013 Accomplishments  

               Continued 
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

       2013 Accomplishments  

                

2nd Annual Rika’s Roadhouse Kids Day 

First Day Hike Poems In Place 

Boy Scouts Partnership Eagle Scout  

Projects 
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Four New Toilets 

  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

       2013 Accomplishments  

               

Fairbanks Tanana Middle School Career Day UAF Job Fair 
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

        Funded Projects 2014  

             Deferred Maintenance CIP 

Lower Chatanika SRA 

Upper Chatanika SRS 

Mastodon Trailhead 

Twin Bears Renovations &  

Water System Repairs at Delta SRS 
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  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

       Funded Projects 2014  

            Another busy season ahead. 

Recreation Trail Grants Funded 

Trail Dozer Purchase & Finish Stiles Crk. Ext. with it. 

Trail Bridge Replacements 

Trail Crew Grant 



 20 

  Northern Area Alaska State Parks Citizen Advisory Board 
   3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709-4613              

  (907) 451-2695 

      New Website Design 

                             alaskastateparks.org 

Alaska State 

Parks is now   

SOCIAL! 

Be sure to 

check out the 

Alaska State 

Parks facebook 

page that 

came online in 

early             

September!    

http://www.facebook.com/AlaskaStateParks 


