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Preparing for the Storm

In 1939, Alaska began preparing for war as a sense of
urgency grew like a dark storm brewing on the horizon.
That year, construction commenced on three Alaska

naval air bases at Sitka, Kodiak, and Dutch Harbor; army
garrisons soon followed. Troops began to arrive in March
1941, transforming small coastal towns into white-capped
seas of tents teeming with soldiers and sailors.

A vy phomographes captured the sbowe
amage of ihe lganess atck on el
arbr i Hawas on December 1, 141, just
5 the USS Shaw exploded

Extra! U.S. Declares War!

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941,
plunging the U.S. into World War II. An attack on Alaska
seemed imminent and the territory experienced a
sudden, frenzied influx of military personnel and frantic
construction. Panic spread as the military imposed
scheduled blackouts and controlled all means of
communication with the outside world.

Kodiak Steps Up

On June 3 and 4, 1942, Japan bombed Dutch Harbor and
invaded two Aleutian islands, Attu and Kiska, later that
same week. Six days after the first attack on Dutch Harbor,
the military commissioned the Kodiak Naval Operating
Base. The base served as a place where pilots stopped

to resupply, refuel, and service their planes during the
Aleutian Campaign.

THE PACIFIC OUTPOSTS

DISTANCES SHOWN IN STATUTE MILES

In 1924, the U.S. Army adopted “War Plan
Orange,” a national defenze plan that
called for defending the strategic
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