The U.S. military fortified Kodiak Island
as soon as Alaska was threatened,
creating lasting impressions.

Builders and Soldiers and Sailors!

A swell of soldiers, sailors, and construction workers swept over
Kodiak utterly changing its physical character and culture. First
came civilian contractors with Siems-Drake Puget Sound, then
Navy Seabees, then soldiers and additional sailors poured onto
Kodiak. The area’s population rapidly grew from only a few

hundred to thousands.
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Withdrawing Forces

Once the tide of war receded and the U.S. armed forces were
reassigned to other fronts, a slower pace of life resumed.
However, many soldiers and sailors returned after the war,
and others never left the island. Many of Kodiak's defense
installations were repurposed and others, though gutted, still
stand. World War II left a lasting impression on Kodiak.
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Wartime Construction

Military construction on the island began as a slow trickle in 1939 and quickly
became a flood of activity. By 1941, a large naval operating base and an army
fort with many satellite posts were rapidly taking shape. Large swaths of old
growth forest were cleared for space and timber while the beaches were
exploited as sources of gravel and sand. The military left nothing untouched.
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