Once the U.S. recaptured Attu and Kiska islands, the i‘JfS.
military shifted their focus away from Alaska, leaving’
behind concrete clues of Kodiak's World War II herit‘age.
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Gone with the War

In what may have seemed a mass exodus, the U.S. Army and
Navy moved their troops to other war fronts in the fall of
1943. A small contingency remained to keep the newly built
defense installations from falling into complete disrepair.
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__Peacetime Adaptations

As WWII ended, many of the military installations were no longer
essential for national defense. Fort Abercrombie was placed in
caretaker status in 1944 along with the rest of Fort Greely. All Fort
Greely installations were abandoned in 1947 and Fort Abercrombie’s
8-inch guns were blown up as a safety precaution in 1948.

! ;to the U.S. Coast Guard in 1972 and is now the largest Coast Guard
- base in the nation. Fort Abercrombie became a state historical
Lt ark in 1969 and was designated as a National Historic Landmark

" in 1970, along with Fort Greely and the Kodiak NOB, due to its
1gn|ffcant role in the United States' first line of defense.




