_ The wealth-driven Russian fur traders relied
A“DI SCOVERY” on Alaska Native labor, yet a difference in cultural
i . . beliefs led to conflicts with the local Tlingit.

A CLAIM AND THE PURSUIT OF WEALTH
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After Captain Vitus Bering’s 1741 “discovery” asserted Russia’s claim on Alaska in the eyes e O
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of Europe, Russian merchants and fur traders explored Alaska’s coast looking fﬁrva_iuﬁbig_ —=
furbearers. In 1799, a government charter created the Russian-American Company (RAC).The ——— —
RAC was granted a monopoly over fur trading in exchange for solidifying Russia’s claim to Alaska. =

Il'|||I5

i

THE NATIVE LIFELINE — — e |

The RAG coerced many Natives from western Alaska to the central gulf of =
Alaska, to hunt for them. With assistance from these Native hunters, theRAC -
successfully exploited the large populations of s__gj-@tmgigr their luxurious
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pelts until few were left. Through the service of these Aleuts, Alutiiq, and— | *

—— Chugach, theyalso acquired the resources necessary to survive Alaska’s long— |
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-~ winters when ships failed to arrive with necessary supplies from Russia.The | & 5\

success of the RAC was largely due to Alaska Native labor. Se— -
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-~ _"Russian wisdom started industries,~
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scattering free people over the seas, : =
. —tocometoknow newplaces,—
This area near Sitka was a strategic location for a Russian settlement—an L= and_?_i?&ﬁ_?gt prqﬁtsl_ = _,-_- - —_— e ——— e —
outpost here would strengthen Russia’s claims in Alaska and sea otters were — __for the Fatherland’s benefit and_mﬂ‘ - "'mal_hor?aﬁ- —————— ) -
abundant. However, the RAC and the Tlingit held contrasting beliefs about land il - —— - |
and resource GW!.'}ershlp. As RAC emp!c.wees settled here, ter?smns escalated Lured here by honor and glory ——~_ ____— s ——— SR
between these disparate cultures, setting the stage for conflict. , : , : T ——
we’re united here in brotherly friendship.
we shall create ——_

—and further take
American land that is useful to Russia.”

The Scng of Baranoy, 1700 _

(As quoted in Dauenhauer et al,
Ancoshi Lingt Aani Ka- The Baitles of Silka 1502 and 1604,
Sealaska Heritage Institute, 2008, pp. 121)




